
Landscape / Architecture 
Wide Angle and Telephoto 

 
Wide Angle Landscape / Wide Angle Architecture 
The objective of this assignment is to utilize the unique visual qualities of wide angle and lenses to create dynamic 
photographs of a particular place.  (exaggerated proportions / long depth of field / wide angle of view) 
 
Wide Angle Landscape requirements ς Your composition can contain some manmade elements (walking path / 
bridge / stairs / a bike / etc) but the majority of the scene should be of a natural environment.  The composition 
should have a clear foreground, mid ground and background.   
 
Wide Angle Architecture requirements ς The photo can be taken either in or outdoors but your subject should be 
photographed in a way to exaggerate scale and perspective.  The composition should have a clear foreground, mid 
ground and background.   
 
Some things to consider- 

1.) Compositions using wide angle lenses usually have many visual elements that need to be 
organized into a cohesive composition.  Scan the composition carefully for unintended 
elements before taking your photos 

2.) Compositions that have many elements often have very dynamic value ranges ς make sure 
the subject of your photo is properly exposed. 

3.) Shooting during the golden hours (the first two hours after sunrise and the two hours before 
ǎǳƴǎŜǘύ Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ άŦƭŀǊŜέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ  Overcast days are 
actually not bad for landscape when using wide angle because the clouds diffuse the light 
giving a more even light reducing the dynamic range of a scene.  

4.) Use the highest F/stop you can (high aperture numbers will increase the depth of field) 
5.) Use the lowest ISO possible (the lower the ISO the wider the dynamic range it can record) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://photo.net/photodb/photo?photo_id=8622360&size=lg


 
Telephoto Landscape / Telephoto Architecture 
The objective of this assignment is to utilize the unique visual qualities of Telephoto lenses to create dynamic 
photographs of a particular subject.  (Compressed Space / short depth of field / narrow angle of view) 
 
Telephoto Landscape requirements ς Your subject needs to be a natural object (tree branch / leaf / flower / pine 
cone / etc)  Flowers on a kitchen table would not be appropriate ς these photographs should be taken outside and 
while you should feel free to move elements with a natural environment the subject should be photographed in a 
natural environment.   
 
Telephoto Architecture requirements ς The subject will typically be part of a larger object (instead of 
photographing a doorway you would focus in on the handle / the latch of a gate / part of a window / etc)  This can 
be very difficult because your subject needs to be visually dynamic enough to stand on its own as a subject.   
 
Some things to consider- 

1.) Compositions using telephotos lenses have compressed space with short depths of field.  
Lighting will be very important to guarantee that subtle textures and forms will be defined 
by their shadows. 

2.) Because telephoto lenses bring the subject in close it can be a very good way to isolate 
smaller details of larger subjects allowing for subtle textures to be emphasized.   

3.) It can also make it possible to photograph subjects at a fairly long distance so look for unique 
elements at different heights. 

4.) Shutter speed is especially important when using telephoto lenses so it absolutely 
imperative that you keep the shutter speed above 1/60 
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